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ASEM Workshop

Asia-Europe Meeting 4 on Agrofood Bioethics
Introduction 

The workshop will facilitate a discussion, among high-ranking representatives, of the ethical issues generated by the use of modern biotechnology in the agrofood sector. It builds on ASEM meetings 1-3, Conference of Science and Technology Ministers, and serves as a preparatory meeting for ASEM 4 (Copenhagen 2002).  

ASEM member countries are the 15 EU Member States, Brunei Darussalam, China, Indonesia, Japan, Korea (Republic of), Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Viet Nam.

Structure

The workshop covers five sessions over two-and-a-half days. The initial three sessions focus on the main topics: 

· Needs of the developing world; food integrity and supply; crop- and bio-diversity

· Research, commercial and trade aspects for agriculture

· Biosafety and regulation; intellectual property rights; public perception and communication


The concluding two are intended to propose policy recommendations: 

· Setting the agenda

· Discussion, adjustment and approval of “Summary Statement”

Coordination

The workshop contributes to the European Commission’s “Confirming the International Role of Community Research” programme and is an ongoing activity of the European Federation of Biotechnology (EFB) Task Group on International Relations (TGIR).  Professor Brian Clark is the Task Group chairman, Dr. David Bennett the secretary and Nathan Richmond the staff assistant.  

Status

The initial planning meeting of the Organising Committee will convene upon receipt of the final Commission contract, anticipated by October 2001.  The workshop itself is expected to be held sometime spring or summer 2002. TGIR is preparing the Organising Committee meeting, compiling a list of participants and establishing a date and venue for the workshop.  

Opportunities for involvement

· Europeans with individual and institutional contacts, experience or influence within Asian ASEM countries

· Influential officials from government, science, industry, business, bioethics, the media and environmental, consumer and public communication groups in ASEM countries to participate as speakers, delegates and present papers in sessions. 

· Venue for the workshop in an Asian ASEM country

· Asian biotech meetings and other events of concern to the ASEM workshop

Funding

Travel and subsistence costs of invited speakers, presenters and delegates will be reimbursed under the ASEM workshop budget. 

Contact

If you are interested in joining the ASEM workshop or generally interested in this field, please contact: 
Professor Brian Clark (tel: +45 89425055 / +45 40463410; email: clark@biobase.dk) or 
Dr. David Bennett (tel: +31 15 212 7800; email: efb.cbc@tnw.tudelft.nl).









