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EFBIC ( European Focus on Biotechnology in China

Introduction to EFBIC

EFBIC’s purpose is to establish strategic relations in biotechnology between high-level decision makers in Europe and China and facilitate collaborations in research, training and innovation between European and Chinese scientists.

Management and coordination
EFBIC is one of the activities of the European Federation of Biotechnology (EFB) Task Group on International Relations (TGIR).  Prof. Brian Clark is the Task Group’s chairman, Dr. David Bennett the secretary and Nathan Richmond the staff assistant.

EFBIC activities

EFBIC will accomplish five important objectives over an initial three year period.

· Establishment of EFBIC High Level Supervisory Committee and Scientific Management Board

· Minimum of six topical joint workshops of high interest to both Chinese and EU participants
· Exchanges, visits and fellowships for high-ranking Chinese officials, decision makers, regulators, industrialists, and scientists in Europe and vice versa

· Briefings on opportunities for joint scientific and commercial development

· Website and database on topics relevant to EFBIC activities

Current status

Activities under the EFBIC programme formally commence upon receipt of the final Commission contract, anticipated at the end of 2001.  In the meantime, preparatory work is underway to assemble the High Level Supervisory Committee and plan the workshops. Topics are subject to consultation with the Chinese representatives and High-level Supervisory Committee and are tentatively planned as follows:

· “International tRNA Workshop” (with HGM2002), 14-17 April 2002, Shanghai ( Prof You-xin Jin)

· “Engineering Enzymes for Biocatalysis by Directed Evolution”, 1-4 September 2002, Pasteur Institute, Paris 
(Prof Jacques Baratti, baratti@luminy.univ-mrs.fr)

· “Recombinant Protein Production”, 14-16 November 2002, Cernobbio (Como) I (Prof Danilo Porro,  danilo.porro@unimib.it)

· “Applied Genome Research” (with BioVision 2003), 8-11 April 2003, Lyon F

· “New Developments in Pharmaceutical Biotechnology” (with ECB11), 24-29 August 2003, Basel CH

· “Plant and Farm Animal Genomics”, 2004, China (venue and date to be determined)

· “Medical Microbiology and Drug Resistance”, 2004, China (venue and date to be determined)

Involvement, opportunities and deliverables

· Europeans having deep individual and institutional contacts, experience or influence in China

· Influential Chinese officials, scientists and industrialists as prospective participants in workshops, visits, exchanges and fellowships in Europe, and vice versa  

· Europeans seeking Chinese contacts, and vice versa

· European hosts for Chinese visits, exchanges and fellowships

· Chinese biotech meetings and other events of interest to Europeans, and vice versa 

· Reports and other data concerned with biotech developments in China

· EC programmes offering opportunities for Europeans to collaborate with China, and vice versa

· Web site including information on current funding opportunities for Sino-European collaborations in biotechnology. 

Funding under the EFBIC programme

· Workshops: up to 45,000 Euros for each including 30% co-funding either in cash or services in kind.  All workshop costs, including participant’s travel and subsistence can be covered.

· Fellowships and Exchanges: 186,000 Euros for visits, exchanges and fellowships, desirably coordinated  with participation of Chinese in European events. Selection by the Scientific Management Committee.  

EFBIC Contact Forum

If you are interested in joining some EFBIC workshops, contributing from other EFBIC activities, contributing to the expansion of the Sino-European network in biotechnology or benefiting from EFBIC funding opportunities, please register as member of EFBIC Contact Forum with Professor Brian Clark (tel: +45 89425055 / +45 40463410; clark@biobase.dk) or Dr David Bennett (tel: +31 15 212 7800; efb.cbc@tnw.tudelft.nl).









